The books I have recommended in The Reading Bug have been selected by four outstanding experts in the fields of children's literature and education.
I am indebted to Kerry White, who made frequent use of The Source at magpies.net.au. Penny Forth, Moira Robinson and Kay Sagar also contributed their expertise. Between them they have immeasurable knowledge of children and books. I cannot thank them enough for their assistance.


BOOKS FOR BABIES:

Babies will respond to colour and shape from the moment they open their eyes. Apparently two dots and a slash on a circle – a face – will always get a reaction. Songs, chants and rhymes are going to be a blessing too. 

Big Red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown, illustrated by Felicia Bond, Harpercollins 

A day on the farm with animals and no humans to be seen. Comforting for bedtime but opportunities for lots of animal noises. Also in board-book edition. 

Bingo (Bunny reads back) by Rosemary Wells, Scholastic 

The well-known song with a twist, ‘And BINGO was her name-o’. A board book that is an early look at letters of the alphabet. 

The Brave Ones by Tony Kerins, Walker 

Polly, Jim, Big Eric, Barker and Birdy are NOT very brave and little Clancy has a big surprise for them. Lovely, chant-like text. Will remind of the famous C.J. Dennis poem Hist! 

Cat by Mike Dumbleton, illustrated by Craig Smith, Working Title Press 

Minimalist text with maximum impact. A day in the life of a cat who just wants some peace on a mat. 

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell, Puffin 

Lift-the-flap surprises, minimal text and line, with splashes of primary colour. 

Dog In, Cat Out by Gillian Rubinstein and Ann James, Omnibus 

As the day passes the dog and cat are either IN or OUT. Also for the preschooler tackling concepts of time and position. 

Fuzzy Yellow Ducklings by Matthew Van Fleet, Dial Books 

A fold-out book about concepts and senses with textures to stroke. Would be particularly special for blind children. 

Goodnight, Me by Andrew Daddo, illustrated by Emma Quay, Hachette 

Cheeky and loving tale about bedtime rituals to share with the very young. 

Guess How Much I Love You? by Sam McBratney, illustrated by Anita Jeram, Walker 

How to measure love? A big theme for the very young. Also in board and other novelty editions. 

Miffy titles by Dick Bruna, ABC Books 

Simple illustrations in primary colours that can be ‘read’ even by young babies. In traditional small hardcover format or novelty versions. 

My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes by Eve Sutton, illustrated by Lynley Dodd, ABC Books 

An old favourite recently published in a board-book edition. 

My First Board Books DK

Bold photos and simple labels help teach essential first concepts, vocabulary and numeracy skills. Bright and colourful. 

My Very First Mother Goose edited by Iona Opie, illustrated by Rosemary Wells, Walker 

As a gift to a new baby this will become a family heirloom. Bold design with all the old favourites. Also board-book editions for chewing. Also consider the classic Raymond Briggs’ Mother Goose. 

One Woolly Wombat by Kerry Argent, Omnibus 

One woolly wombat sunning by the sea and various other Australian animals indulge in activities that seem oddly appropriate for their kind. A counting book with glorious illustrations. 

Owl Babies by Martin Waddell, illustrated by Patrick Benson, Walker 

Mother has gone; will she return? Reassuring and engaging text with illustrations to melt your heart. Also board-book edition. 

Peepo! by Janet and Allan Ahlberg, Puffin 

Cheeky watercolours of familiar objects and smiling faces. The peephole surprises will delight. Also The Baby’s Catalogue by the same fabulous duo. 

Spot Goes to the Park by Eric Hill, Puffin 

One in a series of lift-the-flap books featuring this popular dog. 

That’s Not My Train by Fiona Watt, illustrated by Rachel Wells, usborne A large board book with textures for young fingers to explore and illustrations in bold colours. 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, Puffin 

Food, growing up, holes to poke, things to count, dramatic collage illustrations that might inspire a budding Matisse, and a chant-like text. A contemporary all-time favourite. Also board-book and other novelty editions. 

When I Was a Baby by Deborah Niland, Puffin 

Told by a child who is ‘a big boy now’. Babies will respond to the faces. One in the Puffin Baby series. 

Where is the Green Sheep? by Mem Fox, illustrated by Judy Horacek, Puffin 

Have fun and learn concepts of colour, shape and direction while searching for the elusive green sheep. 

Who Sank the Boat? by Pamela Allen, Puffin 

Tension, humour, wit – this has it all. Picture-book perfection with a cumulative text. Read-aloud favourite. Also My Cat Maisie. 

YoYo series by Jeannette Rowe, ABC Books 

Simple text and bold, richly coloured illustrations, fun and popular. Lift-the-flap and board-book editions. Also the Whose? (e.g. Whose Poo?) and My (e.g. My Mum) series.

BOOKS FOR PRE-SCHOOLERS

Mainly picture books still, but preschoolers love a bedtime story, so longer texts and poetry can star. 

Angelina Ballerina series by Katharine Holabird, illustrated by Helen Craig, ABC Books 

Angelina Mouseling dreams of being a world-class ballerina and becomes one. Craig creates a loveable mouse heroine. 

Berenstain Bears titles by Stan and Jan Berenstain, Random 

Family soap opera for the young. Warm and witty situations. Many titles. 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr, illustrated by Eric Carle, Puffin 

A predictive pattern to the text will ensure children feel part of the reading. Collage illustrations which bleed off the page are a knockout. Also in board-book edition. 

C-a-a-r Ca-a-a-a-r by Geoff Havel, illustrated by Peter Kendall, Fremantle Arts Centre Press 

Farm animals witness a traffic accident and comment on the scene. Very funny and good fun to read aloud. 

Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? by Martin Waddell, illustrated by Barbara Firth, Walker 

Little Bear can’t sleep because he is afraid of the dark, so Big Bear shows him the splendours of the night. Will move you to tears. A bedtime book so far not bettered, and Firth is at her best with this night-time palette. 

The Cat in the Hat by Dr Seuss, Collins 

Wonderfully, ludicrously inventive as Thing One and Thing Two create domestic havoc. Read aloud or an outstanding read-alone title for beginners. Also Horton Hatches the Egg, Green Eggs and Ham and many others. 

Dinnertime! by Sue Williams, illustrated by Kerry Argent, Working Title Press 

Six baby rabbits outwit a fox. A dramatic counting picture book. 

Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, Too? by Eric Carle, Harpercollins 

In this very simple story, an unseen child asks variations on the same question: ‘Does a lion/monkey/dolphin have a mother, too?’ The answer is yes. Soothing, comforting text. 

Doodledum Dancing by Meredith Costain, illustrated by Pamela Allen, Penguin 

With vigour and fun in word and action these read-aloud rhymes will get children joining in and moving their bodies. 

Drac and the Gremlin by Allan Baillie, illustrated by Jane Tanner, Puffin 

Entertaining portrayal of children’s imaginative play. Luminous, realistic illustrations. 

Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet and Allan Ahlberg, Puffin

Cumulative I Spy rhyme featuring familiar nursery and fairytale characters with peep-through pages. 

Eat Your Peas by Kes Gray, illustrated by Nick Sharratt, Random 

Mum is wildy extravagant in her bribes to get Daisy to eat her peas. A funny, cumulative picture book. 

Edward the Emu by Sheena Knowles, illustrated by Rod Clement, Harpercollins 

Edward is bored with just being an emu in the zoo so he pretends to be all sorts of animals. Screamingly funny illustrations. 

Elmer by David McKee, Random

Good humour and optimism in this very popular story about a gloriously colourful patchwork elephant. Similar themes to The Rainbow Fish but quite different approach. 

The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin Blake, Puffin 

A boastful crocodile sets out to eat a juicy child but justice awaits. Satisfying and funny. 

Fly, Little Bird by Tina Burke, Puffin 

An almost wordless picture book about love, nurture and growing towards independence. 

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson, illustrated by Axel Scheffler, Pan Macmillan 

A clever mouse outwits the forest animals and tames a terrible monster. Word play aplenty. Also Tiddler the Story-telling Fish (Scholastic). 

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy by Lynley Dodd, ABC Books 

A cumulative, alliterative rhyme with doggy characters. First in a series. Also board and audio editions. 

Harry the Dirty Dog by Gene Zion, illustrated by Margaret Bloy Graham, Harpercollins 

Harry rebels against bathing and gets gloriously dirty but his thrilling adventures backfire. Black-and-white illustrations with retro appeal. 

Katie and Cleo Move In by Catherine Jinks, illustrated by Andrew McLean, Penguin 

Two clever mice secretly set about improving unsatisfactory living conditions. This witty tale will make you smile. 

Koala Lou by Mem Fox, illustrated by Pamela Lofts, Puffin 

Can Mum love Koala Lou as much as she did before other babies arrived? 

Let’s Get a Pup! by Bob Graham, Walker 

Young Kate wakes ‘to Full Summer’ just knowing this is the day the family should get a pup. They do, but they get old Rosie too. A richly textured picture book about family life, love and renewal characteristic of Graham’s magnificent books. Also Crusher is Coming!, Grandad’s Magic, Rose Meets Mr Wintergarten, Tales from the Waterhole and many others. 

The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch by Ronda and David Armitage, Scholastic 

Pesky seagulls upset the orderly life of a lighthouse keeper and his wife. 

A Lion in the Meadow by Margaret Mahy, illustrated by Jenny Williams, Puffin 

An animal fantasy celebrating the imagination and the truth of stories. Also The Man Whose Mother Was a Pirate. 

Little White Dogs Can’t Jump by Bruce Whatley and Rosie Smith, Harpercollins 

Slapstick humour. Smudge is a small, solid dog with stumpy legs and no matter how he tries he can’t jump into the back of the family car. Companion to the brilliant The Ugliest Dog in the World. Also the hilarious puzzle picture book Looking for Crabs. 

The Little Yellow Digger by Betty Gilderdale, illustrated by Alan Gilderdale, Scholastic 

Preschool tractor heaven. First title in this New Zealand series. 

Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans, Scholastic 

‘Twelve little girls in two straight lines’, words that will now be known from TV, but these stories of a naughty but brave girl date from 1939. 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham, Random

Cumulative, rhythmic romp on the river featuring Burningham’s evocative line-and-wash drawings. Also Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car. 

Mr McGee series by Pamela Allen, Puffin

The hilarious adventures of Mr McGee are a huge favourite with children. Crisp, vivid line and colour. 

Oops! by Colin McNaughton, Collins 

One in a series of twisted traditional tales with clumsy Preston Pig and forgetful Mr Wolf that will thrill children already familiar with the original. 

The Paper Bag Princess by Michael Martchenko, illustrated by Robert N. Munsch, Annick Press 

A celebration of a feisty young princess who overturns some fairy-tale standards. Comical illustrations. 

Pearlie series by Wendy Harmer, illustrated by Mike Zarb and Gypsy Taylor, Random 

Pearlie is busy looking after Jubilee Park, her home in the city, but always has time for visitors, fabulous clothes and yummy fairy food. A read-aloud for the very young or a beginner book. 

Possum Magic by Mem Fox, illustrated by Julie Vivas, Omnibus 

Partly rhyming text featuring food and magic, illustrated with delicate and witty drawings of Australian animals. This book caused a sensation on release and is still hugely popular. 

Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper, Random

Cat, Squirrel and Duck always make pumpkin soup each day in the same way but ambition overcomes Duck. A riot of fun and a visual delight. 

Ready, Set, Skip! by Jane O’Connor, illustrated by Ann James, Penguin 

Sometimes you think you can’t do something but all that is needed is a bit of encouragement. A beautifully designed book. 

Roger Was a Razor Fish and Other Poems by Jill Bennett, Bodley Head 

Beg, borrow or steal. This exceptional small collection is out of print at the time of writing. The verses will become part of your life. 

Rosie Sips Spiders by Alison Lester, Hachette 

A cumulative tale in which several children are depicted, each with their own special preferences. A look at how different we all are. Highly detailed line-and-watercolour illustrations. One in a series. Look out also for Lester’s novels for older readers, e.g. The Snow Pony. 

Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins, Puffin 

A Road-Runner plot with a farmyard setting. Stylised drawings and minimal text with much visual fun. Also a board-book edition. 

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs, Puffin

Wordless comic book. Defines the saying, ‘every picture tells a story’ in a tale of friendship and joy. 

The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf, illustrated by Robert Lawson, Puffin 

A horrible accident sees gentle Ferdinand, a Spanish bull, sent to the city to fight in a great arena. What he does there serves as a comment on our troubled times. A great read aloud. 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter, Puffin 

The first and most famous of a series of small, exquisitely illustrated books featuring English animals. Read aloud. 

There’s a Hippopotamus on Our Roof Eating Cake by Hazel Edwards, Puffin 

A little girl has to obey family rules, but the hippopotamus on the roof can do whatever he wants. Best and first in a series. Also audio edition. 

There’s a Sea in My Bedroom by Margaret Wild, illustrated by Jane Tanner, Puffin

A child is frightened of the sea but imagination and a special shell overcome his fears. 

Thomas the Tank Engine series by Rev. W. Awdry, Random

A favourite, especially with lovers of trains. In numerous variations and editions. 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen, illustrated by Helen Oxenbury, Walker 

A family adventure told in a chant-like text, perfect for reading aloud, with wintry illustrations. Also in board and audio editions. 

What on Earth Can It Be? by Roger McGough, illustrated by Lydia Monks, Little Simon 

Nonsensical questions precede die-cut pages which give a peek at the possible answer. Wonderful rhymes from this famous poet. Also Sky in the Pie. 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak, Collins 

A ‘wild boy’ sulking in his bedroom finds monster companions in an imaginary place and comes to terms with his own aggression. 

Where’s My Teddy? by Jez Alborough, Walker 

A bear, a boy, and their teddies meet in the woods. Bold in telling and illustration, all books by this author are read-aloud hits. Also There’s Something at the Letter Box. 

Willy the Wimp by Anthony Browne, Walker

Willy, an undersized weakling bullied by other gorillas, one day sees an advertisement he thinks will help. Surreal illustrations and quirky humour characterise Browne’s now famous books. See also his Hansel and Gretel, a visual puzzle. Also Gorilla.

Non-fiction 

All Pigs are Beautiful! by Dick King-Smith, illustrated by Anita Jeram, Walker 

There a many differences between pigs, but all are beautiful and the happiest live outdoors. 

Home by Narelle Oliver, Omnibus 

Exquisite mixed media illustrations in this picture book about two peregrine falcons nesting on a city building; based on a true story. 

Honey Biscuits by Meredith Hooper, Frances Lincoln 

Ben makes biscuits with his grandmother and learns about each ingredient. A simple but profound demonstration of how what we eat depends on ‘the good earth, the warm sun, and the rain’.

BOOKS FOR EARLY PRIMARY

By this age, some children will want to read by themselves. Finding the right beginner book that will lead them to reading independence is important. Fortunately there are many series just designed for this age group and some outstanding classic books. All make great read-alouds or books to share. 

Aussie Nibbles by various authors and illustrators, Puffin 

Over fifty titles so far and more to come. All feature short, punchy sentences in chapters of approximately 100 words with black and white drawings on each page. The text font is bold and large. Audio editions available. 

Bob the Builder and the Elves by Emily Rodda, illustrated by Craig Smith, ABC Books 

Bob is a regular Aussie bloke in terrible trouble when his house is invaded by elves. Hilarious illustrations. 

Captain Cal series by Jan Dallimore, illustrated by Richard Morden, Black Dog 

Fueled with an active imagination and chocolate cake three friends cruise the galaxy from Cal’s cubbyhouse. 

The Cat on the Mat is Flat by Andy Griffiths, illustrated by Terry Denton, Pan Macmillan 

A parody of old-fashioned readers. Nonsense, word play and lots of fun. Also audio edition. 

Chicken, Chips and Peas by Allan Ahlberg, illustrated by Andre Amstutz, Puffin 

With echoes of old animal fables this series confirms Ahlberg’s remarkable abilities to create witty, rich texts from the simplest of ingredients. Read aloud or read alone. 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown, illustrated by Tomi Ungerer, Harpercollins 

Hilarious adventures of Stanley Lambchop flattened by a noticeboard. Also in a picture-book edition. 

Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel, Harpercollins 

Look for this international classic tale about an unlikely friendship, and others in the I Can Read series such as Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik. 

Happy Families series by Allan and Janet Ahlberg, Puffin 

Miss Dirt, Master Track and many others appear in these clever books with tightly controlled narrative, speech balloons and authorial asides. For beginner readers or as a read-aloud picture book. 

Honey Sandwich by Elizabeth Honey, Allen & Unwin 

A cheerful collection of 43 poems most about children, play and family life from a child’s viewpoint. Several action verses. 

Jack’s Little Party by Bob Graham, Walker 

It takes a visitor’s perspective for Jack to understand his mother gives him the best birthday gift of all; lots of attention. Also in the Walker Story series Happy Birthday x3 by Libby Gleeson. 

Millie Starts School by Jane Godwin, illustrated by David Cox, Puffin 

Four linked short stories, featuring Millie in her first year at school, intended to be read to young children. 

Mokie and Bik by Wendy Orr, illustrated by Beth Norling, Allen & Unwin 

Twins living on a boat in Big Harbour learn lots of things through facing challenges, often dangerous. Inventive language makes this a great read-aloud. 

Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley by Aaron Blabey, Penguin

Security and comfort in this picture book story of two very different friends who support each other, always. 

The Peasant Prince by Li Cunxin, illustrated by Anne Spudvilas, Penguin 

The story of Li Cunxin from starving peasant to world-famous ballet dancer reads like a fairytale, but it is true. Beautifully illustrated picture-book version of Mao’s Last Dancer. 

Pirates Eat Porridge by Christopher Morgan, illustrated by Neil Curtis, Allen & Unwin 

In the spirit of Lear a porridge-loving pirate who has a pig rather than a parrot bullies Billy and Heidi into helping search for treasure. Also Pirates Drive Buses. 

Tashi series by Anna Fienberg and Barbara Fienberg, illustrated by Kim Gamble, Allen & Unwin 

Stars a diminutive hero who loves to tell stories of bold adventures. Also audio edition. 

The Treasure Sock by Pat Thomsen, illustrated by Tony Ross, Puffin 

Intended to be read by parent and child, turn-about, each taking a character. Hilarious, with a delightfully grotty heroine. 

Wombat and Fox series by Terry Denton, Allen & Unwin 

These wacky tales of three amigos—Wombat, Fox and Croc—aren’t easily categorized as to age of reader. Knockabout humour from a master of the art.

BOOKS FOR LOWER PRIMARY

A year can make a big difference. From the triumph of reading an Aussie Nibble title at six to some attempting, usually with a struggle, to read Harry Potter and the Philospher’s Stone at eight years. Still room for the occasional picture book, and puzzles rule. 

Animalia by Graeme Base, Puffin 

Much awarded alphabetical puzzle book. Shows just how far one can take this supposedly unsophisticated genre. Also The Eleventh Hour. 

Aussie Nibbles and Aussie Bites by various authors and illustrators, Puffin 

See early and upper primary entries. 

The BFG by Roald Dahl, illustrations by Quentin Blake, Puffin 

A tale of happy-ever-after in a fantasy world of cruel, and one very kind, giants. 

The Birdsville Monster by Doug Macleod, illustrated by Craig Smith, Puffin 

A witty ‘ocker’ re-interpretation of the Frankenstein story with plenty of ghoulish humour. Rhyming text. 

The Bugalugs Bum Thief by Tim Winton, Puffin 

Skeeta wakes one morning to find his bum is missing! 

Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White, illustrated by Garth Williams, Puffin 

First Fern, and then a spider called Charlotte, save Wilbur, a little pig, from death. Elegant prose, insightful and moving. A read-aloud for this age, to read alone later. 

The Emperor’s New Clothes by Hans Christian Andersen, Walker 

A tale where a child is the hero amongst some very silly adults. Recommend the Naomi Lewis translation with illustrations set in 1913 Europe by Angela Barrett. 

Far Out, Brussel Sprout! by June Factor, illustrated by Peter Viska, Brolly Books 

Collection of children’s folklore – chants and playground rhymes – with all the naughty bits left in. 

Fox by Margaret Wild, illustrated by Ron Brooks, Allen & Unwin 

A picture book modern fable in an Australian bush setting that is a remarkable artistic and literary achievement. 

Freeze a Crowd by Paul Jennings, Ted Greenwood and Terry Denton, Puffin 

Visual riddles and puns galore. Also Duck for Cover (idioms) and Spooner or Later (spoonerisms). 

Gasp! by Terry Denton, Puffin 

Full-colour illustrations help tell this wickedly clever story about a naughty fish left home alone. First in series. 

Grimms’ Fairy Tales by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, illustrated by George Cruikshank, Puffin 

Includes the classic tales, ‘Hansel and Gretel’, ‘Rumpelstiltskin’, ‘The Twelve Dancing Princesses’ and more. Read aloud. Also seek out lesser-known tales like ‘Iron Hans’, the inspiration for the Iron John mythopoetic movement. 

Jack Russell Dog Detective series by Darrel and Sally Odgers, illustrated by Janine Dawson, Scholastic 

Jack is friendly and curious but zealously guards his ‘terrier-tory’. Special doggy vocabulary and nose maps. 

John Brown, Rose and the Midnight Cat by Jenny Wagner, illustrated by Ron Brooks, Puffin 

A complex picture book about companionship, ageing and death that lends itself to a number of interpretations but which can be enjoyed by the very young as well as challenge older readers. 

The Kid With the Amazing Head by Andrew Weldon, Puffin 

Imagination overdrive. You will laugh and laugh. It’s possible children will like it too. Also Clever Trevor’s Stupendous Inventions. 

Naughty Norton by Bernadette Kelly, illustrated by Liz Alger, Black Dog Books 

Molly thinks her pony Norton is talented and obedient but pictures tell another story. First in the Pony Patch series. 

The Night Garden by Elise Hurst, ABC Books 

A drawing on a wet window is worked on by the magic of night and moon to create a fabulous playground for a girl and a black cat. 

Old Tom series by Leigh Hobbs, Puffin and ABC Books 

Comic adventures of a wicked cat with wild illustrations and minimal text. 

The Owl Tree by Jenny Nimmo, illustrated by Anthony Lewis, Walker 

A fight to save a tree, home to a barn owl, involves an element of magic. 

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson, various illustrated editions 

Plop, a small barn owl, is afraid of the dark. He overcomes fear through research. Available as a short novel or as a picture book. 

Poetry to the Rescue by Steven Herrick, University of Queensland Press 

Fifty-seven mostly light-hearted poems about family and school life. Read aloud. 

Princess Smartypants by Babette Cole, Puffin 

Fun parody of fairy-tale plots with a gender focus. 

Squeak Street series by Emily Rodda, illustrated by Andrew McLean, Working Title 

Community life is important in Squeak Street where neighbourly mice help each other. 

The Story of the Little Mole Who Knew it Was None of His Business by Werner Holzwarth, illustrated by Wolf Erlbruch, David Bennett 

Mole pops out of the ground and a poo lands on his head. He goes on a quest to find the culprit. Hysterically funny picture book. 

The True Story of The Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Lane Smith, Puffin 

It was all a mistake. A. Wolf was just trying to borrow a cup of sugar; he has been sadly misunderstood. Look out for other hilarious reinterpretations of traditional tales by this team. 

The Twenty-Seventh Annual African Hippopotamus Race by Morris Lurie, Puffin 

Edward is a very good swimmer and his grandfather has high hopes he will win the famous race. And he does, but only with help. Short illustrated novel. 

The Two Bullies by Junko Morimoto, Random 

Ni-ou and Dokkai each claim to be the strongest so challenges are issued. Traditional Japanese tale about rivalry brought to comic life through Morimoto’s exquisite drawings. Read aloud. 

The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Andersen Available in many editions. The translation by L.W. Kingsland published by Oxford University Press is very fine. Special for all ages. Read aloud. Also The Little Match Girl and many others. 

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams, various illustrated editions 

A rabbit left with other toys in the nursery learns how he could become real through love. A poignant and sentimental illustrated story, but so very appealing. 

The Waterhole by Graeme Base, Puffin 

Magnificently illustrated counting and puzzle book with peep-through pages. Theme is conservation of animals and natural resources. 

Where the Forest Meets the Sea by Jeannie Baker, Walker 

A poignant tale of environmental change with remarkable collage constructions illustrating the story. 

Winnie-the-Pooh by A. A. Milne, illustrated by E. H. Shepard, Methuen 

Enchanting tales of the bear with ‘very little brain’ and his friends in the Hundred Acre Wood. Perfect read aloud for bedtime. Sequel The House at Pooh Corner. Many editions including board and audio books. 

Where’s Wally? by Martin Handford, Walker

Find the hidden Wally on each page. This is entertaining for older children and adults too. 

Non-fiction 

The Antarctica Book by Mark Norman, Black Dog 

Subtitled ‘living in the freezer’. Illustrated with superb coloured photographs. Companion to The Penguin Book. 

The Chocolate Lovers by Joan van Loon, recipes by Gabriel Gaté, illustrated by Chantal Stewart, Allen & Unwin 

Jack joins a Master Class with chef Gabriel Gaté and learns to make wonderful dishes with chocolate, falling in love with the divine Marian Madeleine Monkhouse. 

Leaf Litter by Rachel Tonkin, Harpercollins 

The complex story of a year in the life of the animals and plants that live in leaf litter on the forest floor. Lift-the-flaps for surprise perspectives. 

What a Laugh! by Phillip Adams and Patrice Newell, Puffin 

Large collection of jokes and riddles collected from Australian children, arranged thematically.

MIDDLE PRIMARY

Needed now are books that look ‘grown-up’. So many old favourites to turn to such as Biggles, Seven Little Australians, Anne of Green Gables or Little Women and famous fantasy series like The Borrowers or E. Nesbit’s stories from Victorian times. Exotic worlds to encounter as well as contemporary stories. 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, illustrated by John Tenniel 

The children’s book classic notable for its use of word play and for the introduction of characters which are part of our literary heritage. Scary, strange and unforgettable. Read aloud. 

Asterix series by René Goscinny, illustrated by Albert Uderzo, Hodder 

Short Asterix and mighty Obelix are a classic mismatch made in heaven. Despite or maybe because of Latin word games, readers love these classic graphic stories with lots of fighting and food. 

Aussie Bites series by various authors and illustrators, Puffin 

Over seventy titles so far in a wide range of genres, and more to come. High interest illustrated chapter books for ages 7–10. Audio editions available. 

Beeware by Pat Flynn, illustrated by Gus Gordon, University of Queensland Press 

Funny short stories about Danny, middle child in his family, at risk from a big brother, baby sister and the Australian great outdoors. Also Treeified. 

Bonnie and Sam series by Alison Lester, illustrated by Roland Harvey, Allen & Unwin 

Two country girls are ‘horse mad’ so they look after all the horses in Currawong Creek and have adventures that are a bit dangerous and totally exciting. 

Captain Underpants series by Dav Pilkey, Scholastic 

Potty, rather than toilet, humour. An infant superhero fights the perilous plotting of Professor Poopypants and other villians. Lots of graphics. 

Counting on Frank by Rod Clement, Harpercollins 

An inventive book about concepts of space and size. Amusing and surreal illustrations characteristic of all books by this talented artist. 

Crocodile Attack by Justin D’Ath, Puffin 

Sam Fox has more lives than a cat. He always takes the most adventurous path in this and other books in the Extreme Adventure series. 

Dolphins Dance by Jutta Goetze, Black Dog Books 

A delightful story told from the point of view of a girl who has an autistic brother. Includes informative explanation for adults at the end of the book. 

Farm Boy by Michael Morpurgo, illustrated by Michael Foreman, Trafalgar Square 

A lovely cross-generational story. Grandpa has a terrible secret. He can’t read or write. 

Finders Keepers by Emily Rodda, Omnibus 

Compelling adventure quest story featuring computers and TV with a thoughtful hero who reflects on some big human questions. Sequel is The Timekeeper. Sadly out of print at time of writing. See also the brilliant Deltora Quest and Rowan of Rin series. 

The Game of the Goose by Ursula Dubosarsky, Puffin 

An allegorical fantasy – strange and glittering. A novella that also makes a great read aloud. 

The Gypsy Crown by Kate Forsyth, Pan Macmillan 

Young Luka and his cousin Emilia are on the run in Cromwellian England. They have to save their gypsy family from execution. Historical quest fiction with a touch of magic. First in The Chain of Charms series. 

Hannah and the Tomorrow Room by Libby Gleeson, illustrated by Ann James, Puffin

Moving depiction of the indignities and difficulties of old age as well as an entirely convincing portrait of everyday contemporary family life. Third book featuring Hannah and her family. 

Hating Alison Ashley by Robin Klein, Puffin 

Everyone will love Erica Yurken and her embarrassing family after reading this warm-hearted and funny novel. See also Klein’s wickedly funny Penny Pollard (Hachette) books full of graphics and jokes. 

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell, illustrated by Emily A. McCully, Bantam 

A short novel with absolutely repulsive situations. Sure to be enjoyed. Also audio edition. 

Lily Quench series by Natalie Jane Prior, ABC Books 

Lily comes from a family of dragon-slayers but finds a dragon is her best ally in troubled times. 

The Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton, Hodder 

The most commercially successful and controversial children’s author ever. Her books continue to be popular despite disapproval and even bans. This is one title of many and often mentioned as a favourite. 

Matilda by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin Blake, Puffin 

Dahl has generated almost as much controversy as Blyton because he appeals to childhood instincts – good and bad – but he is a much more skilled writer. Most of his books end with children triumphing over injustice and Matilda is one of the most satisfying in this respect. See also his autobiography Boy. 

Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays by Marcia Williams, Walker 

A joyous introduction to the Bard in graphic format. 

The Nimbin series, Jenny Wagner, Puffin 

Philippa finds an ancient, magical and mischievous creature with bad habits and a huge appetite. 

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster, illustrated by Jules Feiffer, Random House 

Light-as-air word play and wit in this comic fantasy novel. 

Redwall series by Brian Jacques, Random

Heroes and heroines who are all forest animals, epic battles, feasting and storytelling. This fantasy series has many fans. 

Rolf’s Corny Copia by Rolf Heimann, Little Hare 

A bumper collection of mazes and puzzles from this author of many puzzle books, most witty. 

The Saddle Club series by Bonnie Bryant, Random 

An extensive series of books that delight horse-struck girls. Packed with horsey detail, this is entertaining formula fiction. 

Selby series by Duncan Ball, illustrated by Allan Stomann, Harpercollins 

The misadventures of Selby, the only talking dog in Australia, and his efforts to keep his talents a secret from his owners the Trifles. 

Snow White in New York by Fiona French, Oxford 

The classic Snow White story set in upperclass New York in the 1920s. 

Specky Magee series by Garry Lyon and Felice Arena, Harpercollins and Puffin 

Football, football (Australian Rules) and more football with a touch of family drama. 

Star of the Circus by Nette Hilton, illustrated by Chantal Stewart, University of Queensland Press

An ultimately joyful story about a girl who takes some time to recognise her talent in the face of scornful peers. 

Staying Alive in Year Five by John Marsden, Pan Macmillan 

Year Five love Mr Murlin and his eccentric ways of teaching, but not everyone approves. Also audio edition. 

Storm Boy by Colin Thiele, Hachette 

A moving and inspiring story about a boy, his father and a pelican, set on the Coorong coast in South Australia. Also basis of a much-admired film. Many editions, some illustrated. Also audio edition. 

A Taste of Blackberries by Doris Buchanan Smith, Harpercollins 

Smith loses his friend in an accident and has to live with the conviction that he could have prevented the death. 

Tintin series by Hergé, Mammoth 

Tintin and his dog companion, Snowy, always get things right, unlike irascible Captain Haddock. Classic graphic tales of derring-do. 

The True Story of Mary Who Wanted to Stand on Her Head by Jane Godwin, illustrated by Drahos Zak, Allen & Unwin 

An illustrated poem about a girl who has been different from an early age, preferring to see the world upside down! 

The Undys series by Michael Wagner, illustrated by Gus Gordon, Puffin 

Riotous fun as a son and father wrestle, trick and invent the best games ever. 

A Wee Walk by Margaret Clark, Puffin 

A funny short novel about a dog who reads ‘wee-mails’ on his daily walks. 

Weslandia by Paul Fleischman, illustrated by Kevin Hawkes, Walker 

Wesley’s parents worry he is too nerdish but in the holidays he creates his very own civilisation in the backyard and wins over the bullies. Glorious colour and invention in this picture book for older readers. 

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 

Many editions of this exceptional book, likely to be one of the great story experiences of a child, especially if read aloud. For the latter try a selected edition like The Adventures of Mr Toad illustrated by Inga Moore (Walker). 

Worst Best Friends by Max Dann, Puffin 

Roger decides he has to see the world. Things start badly when the bus doesn’t come but it is infinitely worse when Peter Dusting lends a hand. A very funny novel, the first of the Thesarus adventures. Also Dead Men Don’t Walk and Dusting in Love. 

Zoom by Istvan Banyai, Penguin 

As the reader turns the pages successive pictures work in reverse to a photographic zoom. Wordless visual wonders. Also Re-Zoom. 

Non-fiction
Black Snake by Carole Wilkinson, Black Dog Books 

A clever biography of Ned Kelly. How is it that a criminal living in the backblocks of rural Victoria has become such a potent symbolic figure in modern Australian mythology? 

The Dangerous Book for Boys by Conn and Hal Iggulden, Harpercollins 

With the exception of making a catapult and hunting rabbits with an air gun this isn’t dangerous unless encouraging boys to leave computers for more vigorous pursuits stirs passions. Available in an Australian edition. 

It’s True series by various authors, Allen & Unwin 

Books with ‘pick me up’ attraction all based on the premise that truth is stranger than fiction. 

My Place by Nadia Wheatley, illustrated by Donna Rawlins, Harpercollins 

A history of an inner-urban part of Sydney, going back 200 years from 1988, from the perspective of generations of children who have lived there, lushly illustrated and including maps. See also Papunya School Book of Country and History. 

Sick As: Bloody Moments in the History of Medicine by Gael Jennings, illustrated by Roland Harvey, Puffin

A very graphic history of medicine’s awful ups and downs through the ages. 

The Surfing Scientist: 40 cool science tricks by Ruben Meerman, ABC Books

Fun and informative; try ‘Slap on a Cap’ or dazzle friends with the ‘Toothpick Star’.

Back to top

UPPER PRIMARY AND LOWER SECONDARY 

Who can say what direction a child’s reading might take at this age? Possibilities from Andy Griffiths to Dickens. 

Artemis Fowl series by Eoin Colfer, Puffin 
Artemis is the villainous hero of this thrilling fantasy featuring some very tough fairies. 

Aussie Chomps series by various authors and illustrators, Puffin 
High interest illustrated chapter books for ages 9–13. 

The Barrumbi Kids by Leonie Norrington, Omnibus 
Order clashes with tradition at Long Hole in the Northern Territory. High energy and insightful about relationships. Sequels. 

Born to Run by Cathy Freeman, Puffin 
Famous sportswoman Cathy Freeman writes likes she speaks in a fresh and honest way. Her ‘Ten Hot Tips’ might prove a boost to young people, no matter their dreams. 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson, Puffin 
Always mentioned when people talk of children’s classics. A moving tale of death and hope. 

Cairo Jim series by Geoffrey McSkimming, Hachette 
The melodramatic adventures of a kindly archaeologist, his camel and macaw hampered by the scheming Captain Neptune Bone. 

Dragonkeeper series by Carole Wilkinson, Black Dog 
Ping’s life changes forever when she is cajoled by the last imperial dragon to help him reach the sea. 

45–47 Stella Street and Everything that Happened by Elizabeth Honey, Allen & Unwin 
An old-fashioned plot of clever children uncovering baddies in the neighbourhood but written with contemporary sparkle. Sequels. 

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian, Puffin 
The misery of an abused boy evacuated from war-torn London. The relationship with his foster ‘father’, old Tom, is inspiring and loving. Also audio edition. 

Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling, Bloomsbury 
These fantasy novels have turned children’s literature on it’s head. Although lengthy even struggling readers are keen to tackle Harry’s adventures. 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, Pan Macmillan
A heart-stopping adventure. Brian must learn to survive in the wilderness, with only a hatchet to help him. There are sequels. 

The Haunting by Margaret Mahy, Scholastic
Family history and magic combine in a novel that features a much-loved stepmother. 

Hazel Green series by Odo Hirsch, Allen & Unwin
Hazel Green is a wonderful character, a clear-minded, inventive and tenacious girl strongly motivated by a keen sense of justice. Life in the Moodey Building, where she lives, is an education in life. As Hazel says, ‘You don’t learn everything at school.’ Also Amelia Dee and the Peacock Lamp 

The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams, Pan Macmillan
‘Don’t panic’ Arthur Dent is told, but what else should he do when the Earth is destroyed to make way for a freeway and all he has left is a bath towel? A crazy science-fiction romp. Also audio edition. 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien, Allen & Unwin
Bilbo Baggins, fond of hearth and home, becomes a great adventurer. The modest beginnings of what becomes the great saga, The Lord of the Rings. Read aloud. 

Holes by Louis Sachar, Bloomsbury
Lizards, the Wild West, onions and curses – just some of the ingredients in this tall tale. Great read aloud. 

The Illustrated Mum by Jacqueline Wilson, illustrated by Nick Sharratt, Transworld
Two girls struggle alone with their mother’s extreme behaviour in an effort to avoid ‘the Social’. A poignant and unforgettable novel. 

The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks, Collins
A young boy’s life changes as he struggles to meet the needs of a toy plastic Indian suddenly come to life. 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by David Selznick, Scholastic
A novel partly told in pictures, set in Paris in the early part of the twentieth century. For true romantics, and lovers of clocks and robots. 

I Own the Racecourse! by Patricia Wrightson, Puffin
Andy Hoddel is somewhat mentally disabled, but he still lives a full life with his friends who can remember when Andy was a leader before he became different. Misunderstanding a game they play, Andy buys a nearby racecourse for a few dollars and adults go along with his fantasy. But what is reality? The resolution maintains Andy’s dignity and his dream. A gem of a book, Wrightson at her very best. 

Just Tricking! by Andy Griffiths, illustrated by Terry Denton, Pan Macmillan
Andy is keen on practical jokes – like pretending to be dead or that corn relish is vomit – unfortunately for him his jokes always backfire. Also others in the Just series and the amazing The Day My Bum Went Psycho. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis, Collins
The best title in the Chronicles of Narnia, but despite the increasingly heavy symbolism in the sequels, readers who love this will want to read the rest. 

Little Brother by Allan Baillie, Puffin
An exciting and frightening story about a young boy’s, Vithy’s, escape from the Khmer Rouge and his search for his brother. See also Wreck! by this master of the adventure story. 

Madame Doubtfire by Anne Fine, Puffin
Desperation leads a father, estranged from his family due to divorce proceedings, to pose as a nanny. Very funny, but so real is the characterisation that hearts are touched. 

Mama’s Going to Buy You a Mockingbird by Jean Little, Puffin
Jeremy is angry and confused after the death of his father who leaves him an odd legacy – the friendship of a strange girl. 

Master of the Grove by Victor Kelleher, Puffin
The story of a young boy’s search for truth – and a sorcerer’s misuse of power by one of Australia’s outstanding writers of fantasy. 

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg, Andersen Press
Picture puzzles like no others you have seen before. Mysteries that tug at the deepest imaginings prompting creative thought. 

Pagan’s Crusade by Catherine Jinks, Omnibus Books
Pagan, a ‘street kid’ in Jerusalem in 1187 at the time of the Crusades, becomes squire to Templar Lord Roland. First in a series of these outstanding and witty historical novels. 

The Power of One (Young Reader’s Edition) by Bryce Courtenay, Puffin
Best-selling story of the triumph of the human spirit, specially adapted for younger readers. 

Ranger’s Apprentice series by John Flanagan, Random
Lots of swords and fighting in these exciting stories of a boy who surprises everyone, including himself. 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Aged 13 and 3/4 by Sue Townsend, Puffin
Day by day insight into the turbulent mind of self-absorbed Master A. Mole. Satiric family novel with sequels. 

A Series of Unfortunate Events series by Lemony Snicket, Harpercollins The Baudelaire children are orphaned and left in the care of their villainous uncle, Count Olaf. Sophisticated black humour. Also audio editions. 

The Snow Goose by Paul Gallico, Random 
The relationship between a maimed recluse, a timid girl and an injured goose. Undeniably sentimental and just a bit dated but this modern fairytale continues to tug at the heart. 

Space Demons by Gillian Rubinstein, Omnibus 
Children are drawn into a battle within a computer game. A rich and brilliant novel but easy to read. There are sequels. See also Foxspell by the same author. 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz, Walker
A junior version of James Bond, starring Alex Rider, a modern day teenager. Sequels. 

Swashbuckler by James Moloney, University of Queensland press 
Two quite different boys reject their fathers. An award-winning short novel. 

Time Stops for No Mouse by Michael Hoeye, Puffin 
Adventurous detective tale of an unlikely hero, Hermux Tantamoq, a watchmaker mouse who is smitten by the beautiful aviatrix Linka Perflinger and drawn into a mystery. Also Sands of Time. 

Toad Rage by Morris Gleitzman, Puffin 
Only Gleitzman could make you love a cane toad. Anxious Limpy tries desperately to become an Olympic mascot to help his species. Sequels. Also audio edition. 

Two Weeks with the Queen by Morris Gleitzman, Pan Macmillan 
A funny and moving story about a boy’s efforts to save his seriously ill brother. Also Boy Overboard. 

The Watertower by Gary Crew, illustrated by Steven Woolman, Era 
Could the old watertower on Shooters Hill be an alien spaceship? A clever, suspenseful book that requires close reading of the spooky illustrations. Crew is a master of the older reader picture book. 

A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula le Guin, Puffin
The tale of Ged, and the tests he faced before becoming the greatest sorcerer in all Earthsea. The first in a trilogy much loved by fantasy buffs. 

Non-fiction 

Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah, Puffin
Autobiographical account of the author’s childhood. A very sad and moving story with a happy ending. 

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank, Penguin
Jewish girl Anne Frank kept a secret diary while hiding in an annex during World War II with her family. A vibrant piece of writing, shocking because it is true. 

DK Eyewitness Guides by various authors, Dorling Kindersley 
Coloured photographs, maps, timelines, diagrams and text boxes combine in these information books on a wide range of subjects. 

The Goat Who Sailed the World by Jackie French, Harpercollins 
Australian history told by a first-rate storyteller. Fall in love with the goat, who really existed, as she casts a baleful eye on the strange behaviour of men. 

Guinness World Records 2008 
At the top of the bestseller list, year after year. Now with web references. 

I Can Jump Puddles by Alan Marshall, Penguin 
A reminder of how polio once affected Australian lives and how people can rise above troubles. Story of the author’s early life. 

A Man Called Possum by David Harris and Max Jones, Puffin 
A children’s version of the self-published best-selling book of the same name by Max Jones first published in 1983. The remarkable story of David James Jones who lived alone on the Murray River near Renmark for over fifty years. 

My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell, Penguin
Gerald’s eccentric family move to Corfu to save money. For him, an animal enthusiast, it’s like going to heaven. 

Songlines and Stone Axes by John Nicholson, Allen & Unwin 
About Aboriginal trading routes and goods exchange over thousands of years. Superbly illustrated. First in the Transport, Trade and Travel series. 

To the Moon and Back by Bryan Sullivan and Jackie French, Harpercollins 
It was not the tracking station in Parkes that initially relayed the first moon landing in 1969 but a station outside Canberra at Honeysuckle Creek. Bryan Sullivan knows this because he was there. An inspiration to science-minded children. 

Written in Blood by Beverley MacDonald, illustrated by Andrew Weldon, Allen & Unwin 
Humans have done some terrible and wonderful things. What is civilisation and what do we have to do to stop repeating the mistakes of the past? Also Big Bangs by the same team.

SECONDARY 

This age group will be reading an increasing number of adult titles, and the books in this list also have strong adult appeal. 

All We Know by Simon French, Penguin 
Because of changes in her own relationships, Arkie looks closely at the connections between other people’s lives, using her camera as another, different eye. 

Blaze of Glory by Michael Pryor, Random
Young Aubrey Fitzwilliam has magicked himself almost to death but precarious health doesn’t stop him saving his country, Albion, from a demonic wizard. First in the Laws of Magic series. 

A Bridge to Wiseman’s Cove by James Moloney, University of Queensland Press
Big Carl Matt, a teenage boy who has suffered terrible deprivation, awakens to life and love. 

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier, Penguin
What can happen when one stands out from the crowd. A tough story, still horribly relevant to our world. 

Coraline by Neil Gaiman, Bloomsbury
Are you brave enough to go through the secret door? A satisfyingly scary horror fantasy with a wonderfully resourceful heroine and a clever cat. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon, David Fickling 
Christopher has developed rules to make sense of life which from his perspective is often illogical and frightening. He has Asperger’s syndrome and through his eyes we see the world differently as he pursues the killer of a dog. Brilliant. 

Daredevils by Bill Condon, University of Queensland Press
Tony Thorn is in a hurry to complete his ‘to do’ list because he has a heart condition and might die at any time. Too sombre? No, this is a story about living every moment with joy. 

Deadly, Unna? by Phillip Gwynne, Penguin 
A sometimes funny but ultimately sad novel about interracial friendship set in South Australia. 

Fat Chance by Margaret Clark, Random House 
Lisa’s struggles with her appearance and weight. How can she work in the family’s takeaway food business? Easy, high-energy reading. 

Fighting Ruben Wolfe by Markus Zusak, Omnibus 
Two brothers and the tough world of boxing. Sequel to The Underdog, both novels ‘with heart’. 

The Girl from the Sea by James Aldridge, Penguin 
A dazzling story of undersea treasure, boats, diving, food, danger and summertime freedom set in France in the 1950s. 

I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith, Random
The journal of long-suffering but spirited Cassandra Mortmain, living in a castle with her wacky family without a penny to their name. Not written for children but many a teenage girl has adored this book. 

Lockie Leonard Human Torpedo by Tim Winton, Penguin 
Lockie is a surfer with a great, though sometimes painful, love for his family. Wonderful use of the Australian vernacular. Sequels. 

Looking for Alibrandi by Melina Marchetta, Penguin
An amazing year in the life of Josie, who meets her father for the first time, discovers the secrets of her Italian grandmother and finds love. Passionate and engrossing. Also Saving Francesca. 

Marty’s Shadow by John Heffernan, Omnibus
Marty seems to lose all he loves. That he is hurt so deeply will twist the hearts of readers, but there is hope. 

Northern Lights by Philip Pullman, Scholastic
First in the His Dark Materials trilogy and the most approachable for young readers. An extraordinary fantasy with great depth of meaning. 

The Obernewtyn Chronicles by Isobelle Carmody, Penguin
Set in a troubled futuristic world, a talented girl seems to hold the key to overcoming tyranny. 

Sabriel by Garth Nix, Allen & Unwin 
An extraordinary other world, unsettling and provocative. First in a series featuring the Abhorsen, a person who sends the dead to their final rest. 

The Sisterhood of the Travelling Pants by Ann Brashares, Random
Four girls, friends since birth, each face major life choices over a summer when, for the first time, they will be apart. A pair of secondhand jeans becomes a talisman. Teenage girls will be unable to put this book down until finished. Sequels. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Arrow
A picture of small-town life during the Great Depression in the United States – and a tale of great courage and the wickedness of prejudice. 

Tomorrow, When the War Began by John Marsden, Pan Macmillan
Young teens on a camping trip are suddenly confronted by a terrifying reality when Australia is invaded. First of seven thrilling adventure novels. Also the Ellie Chronicles. 

The Wee Free Men by Terry Pratchett, Doubleday 
Welcome to Discworld so different to the world we know but also strangely familiar. This novel featuring Tiffany Aching, a trainee witch, and the Nac Mac Feegle, her tiny and tough ‘protectors’, is the first in a series for young readers but everything Pratchett writes, for children or adults, is connected. Go online to find your way, it is well worth the effort. 

Non-fiction 

Maybe Tomorrow by Boori Pryor and Meme McDonald, Penguin 
The story of Boori Pryor, from Aboriginal fringe camps to DJ console and more. 

Red Haze, Australians and New Zealanders in Vietnam by Leon Davidson, Black Dog 
An accessible and moving account of a complex event. Outstanding; as is this author’s Scarecrow Army about the Gallipoli battles. 

We Are the Weather Makers by Tim Flannery, text 
A concise edition of Flannery’s influential and timely book about global warming, The Weather Makers.
 

